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Design Like a Pro with the 60/30/10 Calor Rule

Creating a well-designed space is both an art and a science. Color is pivotal in how

we perceive and feel in aroom. A
powerful tool designers use to
achieve balance and harmony in
their designs is the 60/30/10
colorrule. This guideline helps to
create a cohesive look by
balancing three colors in a
space. We have put together a
step-by-step guide to explore
the principles of the 60/30/10
color rule and how to implement
it in your home design. We will
also delve into basic color theory
to help you choose the right
colors for your space.

Understanding the 60/30/10 Color Rule

The 60/30/10 color rule is a classic decorating technique used by interior designers

to create a balanced color palette in any room. The rule is simple:

- 60% Dominant Color: This is the main color of the room, which covers the largest

area. It sets the overall tone and mood.

- 30% Secondary Color: This color supports the dominant color and adds depth to
the space. It covers half the area of the dominant color.



- 10% Accent Color: This is the fun part. The accent color adds a pop of interest
and vibrancy, drawing attention to specific areas.

Step-by-Step
Implementation of the
60/30/10 Calor Rule

Step 1: Choose Your Dominant
Color (60%)

Start by selecting the dominant
color for your space. This color
will cover approximately 60% of

the room and will be used on
large surfaces such as walls,
large pieces of furniture, and
area rugs. When choosing your
dominant color, consider the
mood you want to create. Cool
colors like blue and green tend to be calming and serene, while warm colors like
red and yellow are energizing and welcoming.

Step 2: Select Your Secondary Color (30%)

Next, choose a secondary color that complements your dominant color. This color
will cover about 30% of the room and is typically used for upholstery, curtains, and
smaller pieces of furniture. The secondary color should add depth and dimension
to your space without overpowering the dominant color. It's important to choose a
color that harmonizes well with your primary color, creating a cohesive look.

Step 3: Add Your Accent Color (10%)

Finally, choose an accent color to make up the remaining 10% of your color scheme.
This is where you can have some fun and introduce a bold, contrasting color that
will add visual interest and highlight key areas of your room. Accent colors are best
used in accessories such as throw pillows, artwork, and decorative objects. The
accent color should stand out and add a dynamic touch to the overall design.



Incorporafing Calor Theory

To effectively use the 60/30/10 color rule, it's essential to have a basic
understanding of color theory. This will help you choose colors that not only
complement each other but also achieve the desired emotional response.
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V “U[’ - Pure color with no black & white

r— I |N I Pure color mixed with white
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The Color Wheel

The color wheel is a tool thatillustrates the relationships between colors. Itis divided
into primary, secondary, and tertiary colors.

- Primary Colors: Red, blue, and yellow. These colors cannot be created by mixing
other colors.

- Secondary Colors: Green, orange, and purple. These are created by mixing two
primary colors.

- Tertiary Colors: These are created by mixing a primary color with a secondary
color, such as red-orange or blue-green.



HUE = Pure color, no black and white TONE = Pure color plus gray added

SHADE = Pure color plus black added TINT = Pure color plus white added

Color Schemes
Understanding different color schemes can help you choose colors that work well
together. Here are a few common color schemes:

Monochromatic: Uses variations in lightness and saturation of a single color.

Analogous: Uses colors that are
next to each other on the color
wheel.




Complementary: Uses colors that are opposite each other on the color wheel.

Triadic: Uses three colors that
are evenly spaced around the
color wheel.

Tetradic: Uses two
complementary color pairs.

Psycdnologicd Effects of Color

Colors can evoke different emotions and moods. Here's a brief overview of the
psychological effects of some common colors:

- Red: Exciting, passionate, and energetic.

- Blue: Calm, serene, and trustworthy.

- Green: Refreshing, natural, and balanced.

- : Cheerful, optimistic, and attention-grabbing.
- Purple: Luxurious, mysterious, and creative.

- Orange: Warm, enthusiastic, and inviting.

The Psychological Effects of Calor in Interior Design
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Practicd Application in Home Design

Living Room Example

Let's consider applying the
60/30/10 color rule in a living
room.

1. Dominant Color (60%): Choose
a soft gray for the walls. This
creates a neutral and calming
base.

2. Secondary Color (30%): Add a
deep maroon for the sofa, curtains,
and an accent chair. This
introduces depth and
sophistication.

3. Accent Color (10%): Use light blue for throw pillows, a rug, and a few decorative
items. This adds warmth and a pop of interest.

Bedroom Example

1. Dominant Color (60%): Select a
serene light blue for the walls and

bedding.

2. Secondary Color (30%): Incorporate a
crisp white for the bed frame, side
tables, and a dresser.

3. Accent Color (10%): Add touches of
coral in the form of pillows, artwork, and
a throw blanket to energize the space.

The 60/30/10 color rule is a simple yet effective tool for creating balanced and
harmonious spaces. By understanding and applying this rule, along with basic color
theory, you can design like a pro and transform your home into a beautifully
coordinated and visually appealing environment. Remember to consider the mood



you want to create, use the color wheel to select complementary hues, and have fun
with accent colors to add personality and interest to your space.

Surveying Your Home for Renovation with the 60/30/10 Color Rule
Preliminary Assessment

1. Determine the Purpose of the Room:
- What activities will take place in this room?
- What mood or atmosphere do you want to create?

2. Assess the Existing Elements:
- Note the colors of fixed elements (flooring, countertops, built-in furniture).
- Identify any furniture or decor items you plan to keep.

Choosing Your Colors

1. Select Dominant Color (60%):
- Choose a color that sets the tone for the room.
- Consider the natural light and size of the room.

2. Choose Secondary Color (30%):
- Pick a complementary color that adds depth.
- Think about upholstery, curtains, and smaller furniture pieces.

3. Pick Accent Color (10%):
- Select a bold, contrasting color for accessories.
- Consider throw pillows, artwork, and decorative items.

Implementation Steps
1. Test Your Colors:

- Use paint samples and fabric swatches to see how colors look in different
lighting.

- Create a mood board to visualize the color scheme.

2. Paint and Furnish:



- Start with the dominant color on walls and large pieces of furniture.
- Add the secondary color through upholstery, curtains, and secondary furniture.
- Introduce the accent color with accessories and decorative items.

Final Touches

1. Balance the Space:
- Ensure the dominant color covers approximately 60% of the room.
- Adjust the distribution of secondary and accent colors if needed.

2. Personalize:
- Add personal touches that reflect your style and personality.
- Incorporate textures and patterns to enhance the overall design.

Review and Adjust
1. Step Back and Evaluate:

- Take a step back and assess the overall look and feel of the room.
- Make any necessary adjustments to achieve the desired balance and harmony.

2. Seek Feedback:
- Get opinions from family or friends to ensure the space meets your goals.
- Make final tweaks based on feedback and your own observations.

By following this checklist, you can apply the 60/30/10 color rule to create a
beautifully balanced and harmonious home design.
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